RAMOLLISSEMENT OF THE BRAIN.
Nineteen years ago, I submitted to the profession, through the pages of " The Lancet," some observations on Ramollissement of the Brain. Since mental labour or anxiety of mind. In four cases, the parties affected had been guilty of onanism to a great extent; in three cases, the system had been frequently salivated with mercury; and in two they had been exposed for a protracted period to the intense heat of the sun without absolutely having a coup de soleil. Superadded to these causes, predisposing the persons to morbid cerebral action, there was an undue exercise of the functions of the brain, occasioned by either excessive application to business or study, or over-anxiety of mind, consequent upon pecuniary or other losses. In most of these cases, the physical symptoms, although they had been overlooked, were nevertheless well-marked, and had existed in several of the cases for some years before evidence of any mental affection presented itself. When the powers of the mind, or, speaking physiologically, the functions of the brain, are exposed to severe and continued exercise, we cannot be too careful in watching the head symptoms. Of the common physical signs of the approaching mischief I have previously spoken.
In three cases which came under my notice, the only symptom of any importance, which existed for four years before the disease became more fully developed, was an intermittent pain, severe in its character, in the posterior part of the head. For the removal of this pain various remedies were tried, but nothing appeared to do good.
I could not ascertain that there existed any other indication until well-marked signs of organic disease of the brain were exhibited. In the majority of the instances of ramollissement associated with lesions of intelligence, the physical symptoms have been so trifling and insignificant as almost to escape observation.
Occasionally they were not noticed until the mind had given way.
In cases where the functions of the brain have been severely taxed, headache, feelings of uneasiness in the brain, sensations of weight in the posterior part of the head, accompanied with a disturbance of the digestive functions, a tendency to spasm, and a loss of muscular power, ought never to escape our serious consideration. 
